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amount up to the full estimated
charges in the case of requestors with
no history of payment; or

(2) A requestor has previously failed
to pay a fee charged in a timely fashion
(i.e., within thirty days of the date of
the billing). OA may require the re-
questor to pay the full amount owed
plus any applicable interest as provided
above or demonstate that he or she has
in fact paid the fee, and to make an ad-
vance payment of the full amount of
the estimated fee before the agency be-
gins to process a new request, or a
pending request from that requestor.

When OA acts under paragraph (d) (1)
or (2) of this section, the administra-
tive time Ilimits prescribed in the
FOIA, 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6) (i.e., ten work-
ing days from receipt of initial request
and 20 working days from receipt of ap-
peals from initial denial, plus permis-
sible extensions of these time limits)
will begin only after OA has received
fee payments described above.

(e) Effect of the Debt Collection Act of
1982 (Pub. L. 97-365). OA should comply
with the provisions of the Debt Collec-
tion Act, including disclosure to con-
sumer reporting agencies and use of
collection agencies, where appropriate,
to encourage repayment.

[56 FR 5744, Feb. 13, 1991]

§2502.15 Waiver or
charges.

Fees otherwise chargeable in connec-
tion with a request for disclosure of a
record shall be waived or reduced
where it is determined that disclosure
is in the public interest because it is
likely to contribute significantly to
public understanding of the operations
or activities of the Government and is
not primarily in the commercial inter-
est of the requestor.

[56 FR 5744, Feb. 13, 1991]

§2502.16 Information to be disclosed.

(@) In general, all records of the Of-
fice of Administration are available to
the public, as required by the Freedom
of Information Act. However, the Office
claims the right, where it is applicable,
to withhold material under the provi-
sions specified in the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act as amended (5 U.S.C.
552(b)).

reduction of

§2502.16

(b) Records from Non-U.S. Government
Source. (1) Upon receipt of a request for
a record that was obtained from a non-
U.S. Government source, or for a
record containing information clearly
identified as having been provided by a
non-U.S. Government source, including
a contract proposal or contract mate-
rial, the Office will contact the source
of the requested record or information
requesting advice as to whether release
of the record would adversely affect the
source’s competitive position or invade
anyone’s privacy. Subsequent to re-
ceipt of such advice, the Office will
independently examine the requested
document and will notify the requester
of the final decision.

(2) OA personnel will generally con-
sider two exemptions in the FOIA in
deciding whether to withhold from dis-
closure material from a non-U.S. Gov-
ernment source. Exemption 4 permits
withholding of ‘‘trade secrets and com-
mercial or financial information ob-
tained from a person and privileged or
confidential.”” Exemption 6 permits
withholding certain information, the
disclosure of which ““‘would constitute a
clearly unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy.” The source whose ma-
terial has been requested will be asked
to supply convincing justification for
any material it wishes withheld under
the Act, in accordance with the fol-
lowing general guidelines.

(i) For consideration under exemption
4, the supplier of the record or informa-
tion should identify material that
would be likely to cause substantial
harm to its present or future competi-
tive position if it were released. If a
contractor, the provider should assume
that the material will be released to a
competitor, even if that is not always
the case. A contractor must provide de-
tailed information on why release
would be harmful, e.g., the general cus-
tom or usage in the business; the num-
ber and situation of the persons who
have access to the information; the
type and degree of risk of financial in-
jury that release would cause; and the
length of time the information will
need to be kept confidential.

(A) In this respect, the Office of Ad-
ministration will—as a general rule—
look favorably upon recommendations
for withholding information about
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